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COMPLETE LISTING OF THE CLAIMS 

Claims 1-17 (withdrawn) 

Claim 18 (currently amended): A method of managing distribution of electronic media units 
to a plurality of registered members of a user group , said method comprising the computer- 
implemented steps of: 

maintaining a list of said plurality of registered members; 

maintaining a rental queue for each of said registered members, said rental queue including 
an array of order selection slots for designating different electronic media selected by a registered 
member; 

ystia glisting for display, on the Internet for future rental an electronic media prior to a 
release date of said electronic media; 

Receiving from one o f receiving from said plurality of registered members a placement of 
order- placements of electronic orders for future rental of said electronic media, wherein each of said 
registered members places an electronic order for said electronic media by adding said electronic 
media to their respective rental queues said one registered member placing said order in an ordering 
queue, said ordering queue including an array of order selection slots for designating different 
electronic media to be ordered for rental by said one registered member ; 

distributin g to said one registered member a unit of sa id e l e ct ronic media u po n or after the 
release date; 

determining pre-release rental demand for said electronic media in response to a by adding 
the number of electronic orders recei ved from the plurality of registered members; 
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calculating correlation characteristics between the pre-release rental demand of said 
electronic media with a pre-release rental demand of a- at least one previously released electronic 
media having similar pre-release demand, said calculation being performed using regression 
analysis ; 

determining a post-release demand for said electronic media using the calculated correlation 
characteristics; and 

using the determined post-release demand, calculating an open-buy quantity of said 
electronic media to be purchased in advance of or upon the release date of said electronic media 

determining a pos t release rent al demand for uni ts of said electronic media in response to the 
con-elation characteristics . 

Claim 19 (currently amended): The method of claim 18, further comprising the step of 
assigning a priority status to each of said placements of electronic orders said placement of order , 
said priority status being assigned in accordance with a timing at which the-aplacement of order 
was received. 

Claim 20 (currently amended): The method of claim 18, wherein said unit o f further 
comprising distributing said electronic media is distributed to said one registered memb er via the 
Interne t to said registered members . 
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Claim 21 (currently amended): The method of claim 18, further comprising the step of 
offering to said one r egi stered member registered members the option to purchase the distributed 
unit of said electronic media unit. 

Claim 22 (original): The method of claim 18, further comprising the step of offering for 
future sale units of the listed electronic media. 

Claim 23 (original): The method of claim 22, further comprising the step of offering to the 
registered members discounts off of a purchase price. 

Claim 24 (canceled). 

Claim 25 (previously presented): The method of claim 18, further comprising the step of 
determining a post-release sales demand for units of said electronic media. 

Claim 26 (previously presented): The method of claim 1 8, further comprising the step of 
tracking actual rental demand of the electronic media after its release date. 

Claim 27 (original): The method of claim 26, further comprising the step of determining 
an updated future rental demand of said electronic media units. 

Claims 28-29 (canceled) 
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Claim 31 (currently amended): A machine-readable medium including a set of executable 
instructions for causing a processor to perform a method of managing distribution of electronic 
media units to a plurality of registered members of a user group, said method comprising the steps 
of: 

ti-stifl ff listing for display, on the Internet for future rental an electronic media prior to a 
release date of said electronic media; 

receiving from one o f receiving from said plurality of registered members a placement of 
efder- placements of electronic orders for future rental of said electronic media, wherein each of said 
registered members places an electronic order for said electronic media by adding said electronic 
media to their respective rental queues said one registered member p l acing said order in an ordering 
queue, sa i d ordering queue including an array of order selection slots for designating different 
electronic media to be ordered for rental by said one registered member ; 

distributing to said one registered member a unit of said electronic media upon or after the 
releas e date ; 

determining pre-release rental demand for said electronic media in response to a by adding 
the number of electronic orders received from the plurality of registered members; 

calculating correlation characteristics between the pre-release rental demand of said 
electronic media with a pre-release rental demand of a -at least one previously released electronic 
media having similar pre-release demand, said calculation being performed using regression 
analysis ; 

determining a post-release rental demand of said electronic media using the calculated 
correlation characteristic; and 
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using the determined post-release demand, calculating an open-buy quantity of said 
electronic media to be purchased in advance of or upon the release date of said electronic media 

determining a post release rental demand for units of said electronic media in response to the 
correlation characteristics . 
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